AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the above-identified patent application. 

LISTING OF THE CLAIMS: 



\1. (currently amended) A method for tracking th e location of an asset that 
includes with a radio frequency identification/-and radio frequency data communication 
fRFID/RFDGs) device and a plurality of marker tags , comprising: 

sending at l e ast on e a first interrogation signal at a first time from the RFID/RFDC 
device to at l e asngn e a first marker tag of the plurality of marker tags located at a first 
location ; 

receiving a fxht signal from a the first marker tag with the RFID/RFDC device; 

processing the first signal with the RFID/RFDC device to determine a first identity 
of identify the first marker i 

s e nding th e identity bf th e mark e r tag to a host computer system; and 

sending a second inteirogation signal at a second time after the first time from the 
RFID/RFDC device to a second mayker tag of the plurality of marker tags located at a second 
location; 

receiving a second signal frhpi a the second marker tag with the RFID/RFDC 

device; 

processing the second signal with\fte RFID/RFDC device to determine a second 
identity of the second marker tag; and 

processing the first identity of the firsV marker tag and the second identity of the 
second marker with th e host computer syst e m, sucmthat the marker tags ar e located at known 
locations, to d e t e rmin e th e location of track the asset. 

2. (original) The method defined in claim 1 wnerein the asset is a person. 

3. (original) The method defined in claim 2 wherein the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporation within a cell phone. 
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4. \ (original) The method defined in claim 2 wherein the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporated within a personal data assistant. 

5. (original) The method defined in claim 2 wherein the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporated within paker. 

6. (currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 wherein the first identity 
of the first marker ta g and the second identity of the second marker tag i s are sent to a the 
host computer system in response to a request from the host computer system and the host 
computer system conducts the processing of the first identity of the first marker tag and the 
second identity of the second market to track the asset. 

7. (currently amended) The method defined in claim 1 wherein the RFID/RFDC 
device receives a third signal signals from mor e than on e a third marker tag of the plurality of 
markers located at a third location in addition to receiving the first signal from the first 
marker tag , the method further comprising processing the received first signals and the third 
signal to determine th e identity of th e mark e r tag that which of the first marker tag and the 
third marker tag is closest to the RFID/RFDC device. 

8. (currently amended) The method defined in claim 7 wherein the signal 
strength of the first signals and third signal received rtom the first marker tags and third 
marker tag are processed to determine which of the firsrvmarker tag and the third marker 
ta g th e identity of th e mark e r tag that is closest to the RFID/RFDC device. 
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9 A (currently amended) A system for tracking th e location of an asset with a 
plurality of marker tags located at known locations, comprising: 

a radio frequency identification — and/radio frequency data communication 
(RFID/RFDC) device associated with the asset, wherein the RFID/RFDC device: 

\sends a first interrogations signals- at a first time to a first marker 
tag of the plurality of marker tags located at a first known location ; 

receives a first signal from a the first marker tag;-aad 

processes the first signal to identify a first identity of the first 
marker tag; \ 

sends a sfecond interrogation signal at a second time to a second 
marker tag of the plurality of marker tags located at a second known 
location; \ 

receives a second signal from the second marker tag; 

processes the second signal to identify a second identity of the 
second marker tag; and \ 

a host computer system that receives the first identity of the first marker ta g and the 
second identity of the second marker tak from the RFID/RFDC device and determines the 
location of the RFID/RFDC device fronAhe first identity of the first marker tag and the 
second identity of the second marker tag . \ 

10. (original) The system defined in claim 9 wherein the asset is a person. 

11. (original) The system defined in claim 10 wherein the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporated within a cell phone. \ 

12. (original) The system defined in claim 10 ^herein the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporated within a personal data assistant. \ 

13. (original) The system defined in claim 10 wherem the RFID/RFDC device is 
incorporated within a pager. \ 



-4- 



14. \ (currently amended) The system defined in claim 9 wherein the host computer 
system receivesNJie first identity of the first marker tag and the second identity of the second 
marker tag from the RFID/RFDC device in response to a request from the host computer 
system. \ 

15. (currently ambided) The system defined in claim 9 wherein the RFID/RFDC 
device receives a third signal\ from mor e than on e a third marker tag of the plurality of 
markers located at a third locatW in addition to receiving the first signal from the first 
marker tag and wherein the RFID/RFDC device processes the received first signals and third 
signal to determine the id e ntity of wnich of the first marker tag and third marker tag that is 
closest to the RFID/RFDC device. \ 

16. (currently amended) The system defined in claim 15 wherein the signal 
strength of the first signals and the third signal received from the first marker tags and the 
third marker tag are processed to determine th e \d e ntit y which of the first marker tag and the 
second marker tag 4hat is closest to the RFID/RFD(S device. 
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17, (currently amended) A method for tracking the locations of assets with a 
plurality o ft hat include locator tags wkhand a plurality of stationary radio frequency 
identification-a^d/radio frequency data communication (RFID/RFDC) devices, comprising: 

sending xa first plurality of interrogation signals from the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices to the plurality of locator tags at a first time ; 

receiving a\ first plurality of return signals with the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices frVm the plurality of locator tags that are in range of the first plurality of 
interrogation signals sentYrom the plurality of stationary RFID/RFDC devices; 

processing the first plurality of return signals with the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices to determine the a first identity of the plurality of locator tags that are in 
range of the first plurality of interrogation signals each RFID/RFDC device s; 

s e nding th e id e ntity of th e locator tags from e ach RFID/RFDC d e vic e to a host 
comput e r syst e m, wh e r e in th e location of each RFID/RFDC d e vic e is known by th e host 
comput e r syst e m; \ 

sending a second plurality Vf interrogation signals from the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices to the plurality oKlocator tags at a second time; 

receiving a second plurality \)f return signals with the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices from the plurality of rpcator tags that are in range of the second plurality 
of interrogation signals sent from the pluraliw of stationary RFID/RFDC devices; 

processing the second plurality of return signals with the plurality of stationary 
RFID/RFDC devices to determine a second identity of the plurality of locator tags that are in 
range of each of the plurality of stationary RJID/RFDC devices; and 

processing the first identit y and second identity of the plurality of locator tags that 
ar e rec e iv e d by th e host comput e r syst e m to determin V track the locations of the assets. 

18. (cancelled) \ 



19. (cancelled) 
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20. (currently amended) A system for tracking the location of a plurality of assets 
that include a plurality of locator tags, comprising: 

a Yplurality °f ra dio frequency identification/ — aad — radio frequency data 
communication (RFID/RFDC) devices located at known locations, wherein the RFID/RFDC 
devices: \ 

Vend a first plurality of interrogation signals to the plurality of 
locator tagk at a first timea ssets; 

receive a first plurality of return signals from the plurality of 
locator tags tnkt are in range of the first plurality of interrogation signals 
associat e d with th e plurality of ass e ts ;-aftd 

process the first plurality of return signals from the locator tags to 
determine a first identity identify of the plurality of locator tags that are in 
range of the first plurality of interrogation signals each RFID/RFDC 
d e vic e; \ 

send a second plurality of interrogation signals to the plurality of 
locator tags at a second time; 

receive a second pWality of return signals from the plurality of 
locator tags that are in rangfe of the second plurality of interrogation 
signals; \ 

process the second plurality of return signals to determine a 
second identity of the plurality oAlocator tags that are in range of the 
second plurality of interrogation signals; and 

a host computer system that receives xhe first identity of the locator tags and the 
second identity of the locator tags that ar e inyang e of each RFID/RFDC d e vic e and 
determines the location of the assets from the known locations of the RFID/RFDC devices 
and-jjhe first identity of the locator tags that are in range of each RFID/RFDC device at the 
first time, and the second identity of the locator tags mat are in range of each RFID/RFDC 
device at the second time. \ 



21. (cancelled) 
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22\ (cancelled) 

23. ^currently amended) A radio frequency identification (RFID) tag comprising: 
at least \vvo a first RFID antennas; 

a second RFID antenna; and 

a switchingYnechanism that is connected to the at l e ast two first RFID antennas-and 
said second RFID antehna , wherein the switching mechanism is configured for activation 4 s 
activat e d by a remote sighal emitted by a RFID/ radio frequency data communication (RFDC) 
device (RFID/RFDC device^ and configured to wh e r e in th e switching m e chanism switches 
from eae the first RFID anteftna to anoth e rt he second RFID antenna in response to the remote 
signal. \ 

24. (currently amended) The RFID tag defined in claim 23 wherein the remote 
signal is an ultra-sonic signal. \ 

25. (currently amended) The RFID tag defined in claim 23 wherein the remote 
signal is a wireless signal. \ 

26. (currently amended) The R FID tag defined in claim 23 wher e in th e re are thr ee 
ant e nnas , said RFID tag further comprising a third RFID antenna, wherein the switching 
mechanism that is connected to the third RFIDVantenna is configured to switch from the third 
RFID antenna to one of the first RFID antenna and the second RFID antenna in response to 
the remote signal emitted by the RFID/RFDC devi\e . 

27. (currently amended) The RFID tag defined in claim 26 wherein each of the 
first RFID antennas has a first maximum directionality, the second RFID antenna has a 
second maximum directionality, and third RFID antennaN faas a third maximum directionality 
and wher e in the first maximu m directionality, second maximum directionality, and third 
maximum directionality dir e ctionaliti e s of th e ant e nnas are approximately orthogonal to each 
other. \ 
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28\ (currently amended) A system for determining inventory in a section of a 
warehouse , comprising: 

a plurality of locator tags , wh e r e in associated with the inventor y is associat e d with 
locator tags that indud e , the plurality of locator tags comprising: 

switching mechanisms that ar e (1) coupled to a plurality of a rfirst 
radio frequencY identification (RFID) antennas? 
a seconei RFID antenna; and 

a switching mechanism that is connected to the first RFID antenna 
and t he secon d RHP antenna, wherein the switching mechanism is 
configured for activatiW t and (2) activated by a wireless signal wh e r e in the 
switching mechanism and configured to switches from the first RFID o ne 
antenna to the second FfclD anoth e r antenna in response to the wireless 
signal , comprising:; 

a plurality of radio frequency identification — and/radio frequency data 
communication (RFID/RFDC) devices located in the section of the warehouse, wherein the 
RFID/RFDC devices: 

poll the plurality of locaW tags by sending a first plurality of 
interrogation signals to the plurality of locator tags at a first time ; 

receive a first plurality of return signals from the plurality of 
locator tags; 

send the wireless signals to actuate the switching mechanisms; 

ClllKX 

process the first plurality of return \ signals from the plurality of 
locator tags to determine a first identity of id e ntify the plurality of locator 
tags that are in range of the RFID/RFDC devices at the first time ; 

poll the plurality of locator tags by sendmg a second plurality of 
interrogation signals to the plurality of locator tags a^a second time; 

receive a second plurality of return signals yom the plurality of 
locator tags; 
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\ process the second plurality of return signals from the plurality of 
locatoKtags to determine a second identity of the plurality of locator tags 
that are irKange of the RFID/RFDC devices at the second time; and 
a host compufes^ystem that receives the first identity of the plurality of locator tags 
that are in range of eaeh the KKLD/Rf DC device s at the first time and the second identity of 
the plurality of locator tags that areSin range of the RFID/RFDC devices at the second time 
for each polling and Jodetermines the t&al-inventory of the section of the warehouse. 



-10- 



